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Counties 1 Tribute Ale Southern North
Reading shared the honours in their first league match of the season with a Beaconsfield team that staged a second half comeback after Reading had built a 23 point lead just after half time. This match swung one way and then the other.  Beaconsfield went ahead early on only to be overhauled by Reading who then looked to have established a winning lead but for Beaconsfield to come back to square the match.
Both teams showed impressive attacking skills for an early season game aided by the hard pitch. The disadvantage of which was the injury toll with two of the Reading players suffering suspected dislocated shoulders.
Beaconsfield were the first to strike meaningful blows with their first two entries into the Reading 22 leading to tries; the first after multiple phases, the second from a crisp three quarter move which outflanked the Reading defence. One of these was converted to give them a 12-point lead.
Reading then responded with two tries of their own. Jacob Watkins, on debut, was instrumental in both, breaking past his marker and passing inside to Alex Enright who finished on both occasions. Cameron George converted both to give Reading a 12-14 lead.
Beaconsfield had the better of the next period with some strong running testing the Reading defence which held out well until just on the half hour mark a good combination of moves between forwards and backs allowed them to score near the posts. The conversion gave them a five-point lead.
It was then all Reading for the next ten minutes running in three tries for a 16-point interval lead. Jamie McIntyre scored the first when he took a quick penalty near the halfway line and burst through a surprised Beaconsfield defence to score near the posts. Unfortunately in diving over the line he dislocated his shoulder and could play no further part in the game. 
Soon after Joel Davies scored a superb individual try fielding a goal line drop out on the Beaconsfield 10 metre line, he beat the advancing defence and was too fast for the cover to score near the posts.
Davies then almost repeated the feat when after slick passing along the Reading back line he made fifty metres before passing to Alex Pitfied who crossed for the try. George converted all three tries to give Reading a 19-35 lead at half time.
It did not stop there for Reading who increased their lead soon after the break when Declan Grobbelaar charged down a Beaconsfield clearance, was first to the loose ball and sped away for a try. George converted with his sixth successful kick to make the score 19-42. 
Reading at this point lost impetus and Beaconsfield began to gain ascendancy in the scrums and won penalties which pinned Reading back in their own 22.
Under pressure near the Reading line Aaron Preston was yellow carded for hands in the loose and Beaconsfield immediately took advantage of the extra man to score a converted try near the posts. Jacob Watkins dislocated his shoulder attempting to stop the try.
Beaconsfield sensing an opportunity followed up with a try in the corner from former Reading player Anthony Watson. This was converted from the touchline to reduce Reading’s lead to nine points.
Beaconsfield with their tails up ran in another converted try with a good move between forwards and backs to reduce Reading’s lead to two points.
Reading however completed the yellow card period with a try of their own. After retaining the ball from the kick off and going through a few phases George flung a long pass out to Will Proctor-Searle who threw a dummy and raced through to score an unconverted try to make the score 40-47.
Reading now returned to fifteen men looked the stronger side but with ten minutes to go trying an extravagant move on their own 22 metre line they lost the ball and the Beaconsfield backs took quick advantage to counter-attack and score a converted try to level the scores.
Reading tried desperately at the end for the win but could not force their way over. The nearest they came was a George penalty attempt from far out which just missed and in the end they had to accept the draw. 
  
Tries: Enright (2), McIntyre, Davies, Pitfield, Grobbelaar, Proctor-Searle
Conversions: George (6)
TEAM: Joel Davies; Jacob Watkins, Alex Enright, Archie Wright, Declan Grobbelaar; Cameron George, Tom Knapman; Dave Southworth, Luke Bishop, Ryan Smith; Jamie McIntyre, Jack Lawlor; Alex Pitfield, Aaron Preston, Will Proctor-Searle (capt.).
Replacements: Steve King, Harry Staples, Henry Cook.
