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 Twenty unanswered second half points featuring two tries from back row man Alex Pitfield and one from scrum half Hayden Wheeler gave Reading victory in this hard-fought match. Reading who are unbeaten after their first three league matches are now second in the table. 
The first hour of this game was one in which defences dominated. The first thirty minutes saw Bracknell do most of the attacking. For the most part they were kept out by aggressive tackling from Reading with No 8 Joe Price and Alex Pitfield at the forefront of an effort which involved the whole team. 
Alex Enright was yellow carded for a high tackle repulsing one set of Bracknell attacks but Reading saw out the yellow card period without conceding. Ironically the only score of the half came when a rare Reading attack broke down on the Bracknell ten metre line and the ball was fly hacked by Bracknell fullback Scott Harman who won the race to touch down for a converted try.
This try served as a wake up for Reading who camped in the Bracknell 22 for the rest of the half but despite winning a number of penalties and showing increasing scrum dominance they were unable to break through a stubborn Bracknell defence leaving the half time score at 7-0 to the hosts.
Reading had much the better of the second half although initially defences continued to dominate with the only notable event being the reduction of both teams to 14 men after yellow cards following an altercation with Cameron George being the Reading offender.
It was during this period that Reading opened their scoring after Enright won the ball back after a Bracknell move broke down in their own half. After he made good progress into the 22 the ball was moved out to the wing where it was initially held up but Pitfield then forced his way over for an unconverted try.
Reading pressure was forcing Bracknell to concede an increasing number of penalties and shortly after the try Reading took a 7-8 lead when George now returned to the field kicked a penalty from the Bracknell 10 metre line.
Reading’s dominance in the scrums was beginning to tell and Reading were now spending an increasing amount of time in the Bracknell 22. This ultimately told when with ten minutes to go a Reading scrum in the Bracknell 22 pushed the Bracknell pack backwards and with their defence in disarray Hayden Wheeler picked up the ball and darted over to touch down near the posts for George to convert.
Reading now had a comfortable lead which they just failed to increase with a superb move initiated by Pitfield and carried on by George and Knapman which went the length of the field and was just kept out by the cover defence.
But they were not to be denied when Price picked up from the back of another dominant scrum and was held up just short of the line, the ball was recycled to Pitfield who forced his way over for his second try.
This was a win that showed plenty of promise for the rest of the season both in Reading’s ability to hold out some persistent attacking by Bracknell then finding a way to press home their advantage despite lacking some of their faster backs.
Jay Henderson Reading’s Head Coach was particularly pleased with the side’s defensive performance.
 “Last week we showed we’re a really attractive attacking team. Today we showed a different side. When we get into the winter months, we have to show we can front up against a big team, against really good players.”
Reading play away at Reading Abbey next Saturday and will be looking for revenge against the only team that beat them twice last season in what is always a hard fought fixture.
 

Tries: Pitfield (2), Wheeler
Conversions: George 
Penalty: George
TEAM: Charlie Attard; George Coker, Alex Enright, Jos Clarke, Tom Knapman; Cameron George, Hayden Wheeler; Dave Southworth, Will Proctor-Searle (capt.), Ryan Smith; Alex Goodwin, Jack Lawlor; Henry Cook, Alex Pitfield, Joe Price.
Replacements: Alfie Fryer, Harrison Stanners, James Palmer-Owens.
