READING 57 OXFORD 10 report by Peter Chidgey        03102026
Counties 1 Tribute Ale Southern North
 Reading ran out convincing winners in their first home match of the season against an Oxford side which has now suffered two heavy defeats. The star of the show was Reading centre Alex Enright whose strength and speed helped him to finish off some slick attacks in which both Reading’s forwards and backs showed impressive handling skills.
Reading started at top speed scoring four tries to earn a bonus point in the first fifteen minutes. They scored their first try after a long uninterrupted period of play from the kick off with Reading probing the Oxford defence on both sides of the field before Declan Grobbelaar was put clear on the outside and an inside pass put Enright over for the first of his tries. George converted from wide out.
Reading’s second try soon followed through Steve King who was on hand to touch down for an unconverted try after Oxford failed to control their own ball from a defensive line out.
The next try was scored after a Reading move looked like breaking down by George Coker who pounced on a loose ball and outpaced the cover to score an unconverted try near the corner.
The bonus point try came from Joel Davies playing in the unfamiliar position of centre who was put through a gap by a neat inside pass from George and outstripped the defence to score a try which George converted to make the score 24-0. 
Oxford who looked like they would be blown away now began to gain some possession and territory and they put together a good attack to score their first try from a good back move for Sidie Turay to evade the Reading defence and score in the corner to make the score 24-5
This remained the score at the break as the game lost some of its early pace and ill-discipline and errors  prevented Reading from adding to their initial burst of scores.
Reading dominated the second half beginning in the same way as they started the first with a series of attacks which finished with Enright beating two defenders to score near the posts and George adding the extras.
It was George and Enright again for Enright’s third try when a long pass from George put Enright in the clear for a score which George converted. 
Enright’s fourth try came from a Joe Price pick up from a scrum near the Oxford line, the ball was moved out to Enright who despite a juggle forced his way over under the posts. George converted to make the score 45-5.
Oxford scored a consolation try through Turay with an elusive run from a long way out which was not converted before Reading ran in two more tries against a tiring Oxford defence.
Firstly, from a penalty near the Oxford line, a long pass from George put through Will Proctor-Searle who outstripped the defence to score in the corner George converted to make the score 52-10. 
And in the last minute, Proctor-Searle won a penalty near the line took it quickly and moved the ball on through Ryan Smith, making his 150th appearance, for Alfie Fryer to score an unconverted try.
This was another impressive attacking display by both forwards and backs. Reading have now scored over a hundred points in their first two matches but there will be tougher games to play ahead which start with an away match at Bracknell II. on Saturday 10 October.


Tries: Enright (4), King, Coker, Davies, Proctor-Searle, Fryer
Conversions: George (6)
TEAM: Hayden Wheeler; George Coker, Alex Enright, Joel Davies, Declan Grobbelaar; Cameron George, Tom Knapman; Dave Southworth, Will Proctor-Searle (capt.), Steve King; Ryan Smith, Jack Lawlor; Harry Staples, Alex Pitfield, Joe Price.
Replacements: Alfie Fryer, Henry Cook, Jos Clarke.
